
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
 

Welcome back Jeanette we are pleased you enjoyed 

your trips and have returned safe and sound. 

 

Probus life has continued through winter, Yulefest 

lunch was enjoyable, cards were challenging  and it 

was great to see a number of new faces at  bowls last 

Tuesday  Looking forward to what our thespians, 

have to offer later in the year. 

 

Meanwhile with Jeanette back at the helm I will join 

my fellow Probian brewers and enjoy imbibing the 

fruits of our labours. 

 

Phil Humphreys 

Vice President 

___________________________________________ 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT to be given at the meeting by 
Peter O’Loughlin.  
___________________________________________ 
 

Happy  21st Birthday to:   
Sue Alcock, Brian Ball, Faye Bowen, Kevin 

Burrows, Anne Hurn, Colette Keyworth, Malcolm 

McKenzie, Jim Mossman, George Selway and  

Tony Wolf. 
 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE: Deadline for the 

Newsletter is the Friday before the meeting. Please send 

via email and in lower case letters, if possible.  2552  hits 

on the website. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Our Club has full membership and 

there is now a waiting list.  

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION  
Please advise Maurien of any contact information  

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers. secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: Many thanks to Peter 

Plowman, author, marine researcher and lecturer 

who spoke on “British Immigration” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   Maurien McNiven  

VICE PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys 96034819   Malcolm Smith  

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819   Jennifer Bell  

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         462120905   Margaret Rubesa  

Ex-Officio 

TOURS 

Paul Hay 

Peter O’Loughlin         

46554437 

46212090 

  Shirley Meredith  

PUBLICITY/Calendar Dorothy Fogarty 46580466   Jeanette Jackson  

NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   Jean Forbes  

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 

HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  

Malcolm McKenzie 

Margaret Smith 

46554437 

46551622 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group          

                  Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 

Art          Francoise Kirkland         46266428 

Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 

Golf & Bowls         Paul Hay          46554437 

Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 

Gardening         Sue Kijurina                  46470912 

Astronomy         Bob Bee          46474335 

Travel Tales                 Kathy & Mal Smith           46552159 

 Music          Jim Burke          96036196 

 Card Making         Marion Bee          46474335 

  
MEMBERSHIP: Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings. Visitors may attend only 3 meetings although 

they can attend other Club events as a member’s guest. 

 

PROFILE of Patsy Robinson 
 (sadly edited to fit into the newsletter 

but it will be on our website in full) 

On 27 September 1943 I was 

born into a Huckleberry Finn 

childhood. We lived a stones 

throw from “Little Sandy”, the 

very popular Camden river 

reserve.  The river was my 

playground.  I had two brothers 

and a sister and our home was a 

humble dwelling that mum and dad rented for one 

pound a week. 

We were the second house from the bottom of the 

street and when the river flooded our house would be 

surrounded by water and we would have to wade 

three houses up to use a neighbours backyard loo. 
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As far back as I can remember I had a passion for 

dancing, mum and dad always said it was my first 

true love.  After I left school I met and danced with 

my future dancing partner, Geoff at the weekly 

Camden dances. 

Mum and dad owned the most famous delicatessen 

and lunch shop in Camden this is where I cut my teeth 

in the workforce.  I worked there every afternoon 

after school and Saturday mornings for five shillings a 

week and sometimes we were all there at five in the 

morning cutting out the pastry for the pies. Dad was a 

rather strict man and a difficult boss to work for, it 

wasn’t unusual for any of us to be fired one day and 

be re-hired the next, and you never, never dared to ask 

for time off. 

When I was twelve years old we moved across the 

low lying, back paddocks to our new house on higher 

ground, this development was the start of Camden’s 

urban spread.   

All my schooling was done at St. Paul’s Catholic 

school Camden which was both primary and 

secondary in those days and we were taught by the St. 

Joseph nuns.  This is where I developed my passion 

for writing and always topped the class with my 

essays, compositions and projects. 

 

Before the bus service it was an early morning walk 

to the Camden railway station where half the town 

boarded “Little Pansy” for the first part of their 

journey to work.  I was always inevitably running late 

and the station master would hold the train for me 

with the words “hang on Patsy’s not here yet”.   

At Campbelltown we boarded the diesel coming 

through from Goulburn and the social life began.  We 

had the most fun on that three hour journey to and 

from work doing and sharing all that a group of 

teenage girls would do including the occasional 

birthday party. One party was held in the rear guards 

van (with permission) and after flicking numerous 

switches to turn the lights out, the candles on the cake 

were lit, we all sang “Happy Birthday”, flicked the 

light switch back on and carried on our happy way.  

Until there was a knock on the door and a kindly 

gentleman, remarked “that was all very nice but could 

we please have all the lights back on now so we can 

read our newspapers”, we had blacked out the whole 

train, eight carriages in all. 

I was nineteen years old when my dancing career 

finally took off, unfortunately it was never to be the 

stage dancing that I always dreamed of but it didn’t 

matter, just as long as I could dance I was happy.  I 

met up with Geoff again and he had just turned 

professional with a Ballroom and Latin American 

dance studio in the city and I didn’t need very much 

prompting to join up.  From then on it was dancing 

five nights a week with private lessons, classes and 

the studio social night and it became necessary for me 

to move into the city. 

After about two years Geoff and I left the Sydney 

studio, I turned professional and we started our own 

studio in Camden.  We gave classes and private 

lessons at Camden, Leppington, Appin and Douglas 

Park and when we weren’t teaching we were 

practicing. We gave numerous exhibitions at clubs, 

balls etc. and won or were highly placed in the 

professional competitions. 

It was still necessary to keep our jobs but I left my job 

in the city and worked for the family business until I 

was employed by Clutha, the mining company, as a 

bookkeeper in charge of the contract coal transporters 

pay. 

After Geoff and I won the South Pacific Professional 

Championship I foolishly gave it all up for love and 

marriage.  Geoff found a new partner and went on to 

give exhibitions and dance lessons on a cruise ship. 

 

During the next twenty years I raised the six most 

beautiful people in the world, Catherine, Loretta, 

Therese, Michael, Anthony and Marieanne I call them 

“my beautiful crowd”.  The six of them were born 

between March 1970 and September 1978 and they 

are very close and devoted to one another. 

We temporarily moved to Narellan, that was thirty 

eight years ago.  In 1970 I was one of the inaugural 

members of the Campbelltown Jaycettes (the wives of 

the Jaycees) and over the next ten fun filled, fund 

raising years I had my turn at every committee 

position and did all the write-ups for our local 

newspaper. 

I later became heavily involved in Parish and church 

work including writing and presenting talks for 

weekend seminars. 

My parents still lived in the same house in Camden 

that we moved to when I was twelve and they both 

died ten months apart in 1983 and 1984, this was a 

difficult time for me.  

In 1987 my sister and I opened up a baby shop 

together but the partnership didn’t work out and my 

marriage of twenty years followed the same path and 

the struggle began. 

My youngest was only ten years old and the eldest 

was eighteen and things weren’t easy, money wise 

and parenthood wise.  Nobody wanted to hire a forty 

eight year old woman with six children who had been 

out of the workforce for twenty years. 

I was also able to use my cooking expertise to earn a 

few extra dollars, I took orders for specialty gourmet 

desserts for private functions and for Christmas I 

cooked (on order) over 60 Christmas cakes of various 

sizes, every little cent helped. 

On 17 December 2000 I still had 20 orders to fill 

when my son Anthony (the only child still at home) 

died in a car accident, those people never got their 

cakes and ironically Anthony had done a chef 

apprenticeship and often helped me make them.  

At that time I had just recently started ghost writing 

for a friend which eventually led to my full on 



employment with Fairfax community newspapers - 

Domain Your Home as a journalist, my writing career 

had finally kicked in. 

With a little bit of extra cash in my pocket I decided it 

was time to get a life and in September 2007 I walked 

into a room at the Narellan library and met a group of 

the loveliest people who made me feel welcome and 

right at home, there was no “new kid on the block” 

syndrome. 

Unfortunately, work commitments interfered with full 

on Probus involvement and now I have had to resign 

for health reasons. Hopefully, after my hip 

replacement operation I’ll be bouncing around again, 

as good as new. 

 

All my children are doing well and have, almost, nine 

beautiful grandchildren.  We’re all still very close, get 

together often and I have a wonderful extension to 

“My Beautiful Crowd”. 

 

FOR SALE  

 
 

*Avon Consultant  Sheila McAtamney Ph:46268641 

 

*“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 

stamps, scrapbooking/cardmaking paper.Ph 46474335 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Art Appreciation Group - Francoise Kirkland 

Since the group has formed we have had 4 meetings, 

the first meeting was intended to discuss what the 

Group’s objectives would be.  

We agreed to a painting group meeting every 

Thursday at 11 am for 2 hours of painting and to aim 

at attending one art exhibition every three months as 

an average.  

So far the attendance has been excellent, we have 7 

members painting on Thursdays and it is near perfect 

size for the space we have.  Because our numbers 

seems to fluctuate between 5 to 7 in attendance we 

can accommodate another 2 people. 

Everyone is happily painting away and I expect we 

will have some excellent work to show very soon. 

In the next report we will include some “work in 

progress” pictures. 

 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 

At our meeting on 10th July we looked at the 

Techniques for  Mounting & Framing photos to give 

most impact. We then had a planning session for our  

Talk in October. We had a second meeting on the 

24th July, where Maureen Davies gave a very 

informative demonstration of the  photo story  

program & kindly gave us all a set of discs. We thank 

her very much for all her time.  Further planning for 

our talk & some friendly persuasion for  speakers  

followed morning tea.  

Our next meeting will be in the Activity Centre on 

14th August at 10 am where we will be looking at 

Photos taken in our Own Backyards. Further 
planning for Talk & future outing to Mt Annan 

Botanical Gardens. 
 

Gardening Group – Sue Kijurina 

Christmas in July at Lynne Turner’s was a treat for 

The Gardeners. Santa Ray delivered the presents on 

time and so there were lots of smiles all round for the 

good little gardeners. Again it was TED, more plant 

cuttings and warm sunshine to help us treasure the 

time together. Our next meeting is at Pauline and 

David Llewellyn’s at Ruse on Friday 28
th
 Aug. 

 

Cards – Ken Starkey 

The July Card Night saw action at one Canasta table, 

one Phase 10 table and two 500 tables. In a surprise 

move Helen Gilchrist left the Canasta players to have 

a go at the popular Phase 10 under the watchful eye of 

Assistant Coach Robert Keyworth. Maurien is now 

off her Phase 10 "Ls" after only one game. For once 

the Phase 10 players were overshadowed in the 

"Noisiest Group" decibel readings by Bob & Joy 

Tracey, Jack White & Phil Humphreys' 500 table. If 

you are not a card player but would like to join in 

the fun and games then come along and give Phase 10 

a go. It is a very easy game to learn to play. 

My award for plate of the evening went to Fay 

Bowen's yummy date loaf. The next card night will be 

at Jeanette's Harrington Park Casino at 7pm on 

Saturday,29
th
 August. 

 

Card Making Group – Marion Bee 

The card making group is going really well with the 

members developing their skills and becoming more 

adventurous. Each session we make one set card and 

another which allows the members to use their own 

creativity if they wish. In July we made cards for 

children and who knows what surprise August will 

bring!  

*Marion has had a knee operation this month so we 

look forward to seeing her up and about and pain 

free. The group will get together for some TED, at 

Helen Gilchrist’s home on Tuesday 4th Aug 10.30am. 

 

Lawn Bowls – Paul Hay 

Why not come along and enjoy an afternoon playing 

lawn bowls, especially in this beautiful weather. 

Bob Bee’s book, a 158 page 

guide to binocular astronomy, 

can be bought from Bob at a 

meeting for $16, or posted for 

$18.50 inc. p&h. Ph 46474335 

 



You do not need to have your own bowls as they are 

supplied by the R.S.L., you do not need to have the 

correct shoes, as you can bowl in your socks or 

barefeet. Actually you do not need to know how to 

play bowls, as it is all fun, just like our  Probus 

outings. Lots of talking, laughing and later eating & 

drinking in the club house. We meet at Camden 

R.S.L. bowling club at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person. 

 

Walking Group – Margaret Rubesa 

A Day at Bowral & Moss Vale,  Thurs 27
th
 August. 

Meet at the Library, 10.30 for car pool. 90 minute 

Don Bradman Museum tour $12 ($9 for Seniors); 90 

minute tour of Throsby Park Historical House at Moss 

Vale $5.50. Picnic lunch or lunch at the museum café. 

 

Theatre – Margaret Rubesa 

Broadway Musical “Wicked”; Capitol Theatre 1
st
 Dec 

at 8pm; $100 each in Dress Circle. Only 30 seats 

reserved (car pool) 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy & Mal Smith 

Our next Travel Tales meeting will be on 

Wednesday 19
th

 August at Park Central in 

Campbelltown. Ian Tracey will be showing his 

recent photos of his trip to New Zealand. 

Everyone is welcome to come along. 

Please bring a small plate for supper.  

We usually start at 7.30 pm 
 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

YULEFEST 17/7/2009– Marcia Pain 

The weather brought overnight rain followed by a 

very cold morning which threatened to spoil our 

Yuletide celebrations 

but it takes more than 

the elements to 

dampen the 

enthusiasm of our 

dedicated Probus 

group. Our coach 

arrived with Keith at 

the wheel to take us on yet another fantastic day out.   

 

As we drove out towards Windsor we passed through 

the familiar countryside of Bringelly and on to 

Wallacia.  The home of the man made Warragamba 

Dam and the huge Blue Mountains National Park 

which covers some 1000sq km.  Here we also took in 

the sight of the historic Wallacia Hotel which was 

established in the 1930's standing in all its glory 

amongst the lush green foliage of the Penrith Valley – 

and for some of us, fond memories of cold winter 

weekends spent with friends in front of the big open 

fire. 

As we continued on to the banks of the Nepean River 

Weir for our morning tea stop, we soaked up the sun 

which had broken through the winter sky and after a 

cuppa, great chin wag, and making some new friends 

we boarded the coach 

and Keith took us for 

a quick look through 

the Penrith town 

centre before 

continuing on to 

Windsor. 

 

We arrived at the 

Hawkesbury River 

and were welcomed 

on board the 

Hawkesbury 

Paddlewheeler by the 

skipper, James Kelly and his friendly crew.   We 

settled down to enjoy traditional Yuletide fare of roast 

turkey and plum pudding and do what the Probus 

gang does best, TED, and while we cruised up the 

Hawkesbury past Pittown the Captain told stories of 

the area and its past characters. 

 

It is worth a mention here that one of us, who shall 

remain nameless but is a stargazer, managed to con 

the waitress to supply him with a second dinner, 

probably using the excuse that his wife was in 

hospital and he had to cook for himself. Onya 

Bob……. 

 

AND then there was the young man who disappeared 

into the wheelhouse and took over the helm and his 

Mum was convinced the boat was actually moving 

from side to side and we were not on an even keel….. 

 

We managed to get back on firm ground and board 

our Coach after a marvellous day and then we were 

taken by Keith to the fantastic heritage listed Tebbutt 

Observatories built in 1879 and 1894. In 1861 

Tebbutt discovered the Great Comet. Bob Bee told of 

John Tebbutt who is a world renowned Australian 

Astronomer and was responsible for many 

meteorological phenomena.    

 

Keith continued a tour of 

historic Windsor before we 

settled back for the journey 

back to Narellan with a 

promise of maybe another 

visit. Historic Windsor, in 

1794,  is  where the first 

settlers arrived to farm their 30 

acres. The area still continues 

to supply fresh produce to Sydney with many of the 

descendants from the first settlers still working and 

living in the district. 



Thank you for a most enjoyable day. 

CALENDAR FOR 2009—Dorothy Fogarty  
TOURS— Peter O’Loughlin 
tours@narellancombinedprobus.org.au Payments for 

outings need to be paid before, or no later than, the prior 

club meeting. Lists will be circulated each meeting for 

members to book on the coming tours—they are open to 

family and friends. Please note that our bus pick up is 

between the Library and the Town Centre Car Park.  

Aug 7 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am     

Aug 8 Fan Thai Restaurant, Camden 7.30pm  

Aug 11 Movie Night                                              

Aug 14 Photography with Ros                                    

Aug 19 Travel Tales 7.30pm                                  

Aug 21 COACH TRIP: Mannequin Magic        

Aug 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm                  

Aug 27 WALKING GROUP: Don Bradman 

Museum & Throsby House                                   

Aug 28 Gardening: Pauline & David Llewellyn      

Sep 4 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am   

Sep 8 Movie Night                                               

Sep 11 COACH TRIP: Mt Penang Gardens &     

              loral Festival                                                                    

Sep 18  Photography with Ros                                               

Sep 25 Gardening: A morning with Pat Scott at 

 Narellan                                                             

Sep 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm                    
Oct 2 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Oct 8 WALKING GROUP: Fish & Ships 

Oct 9 Photography with Ros 

Oct 12  Octoberfest at Camden Valley Inn                

             12.00 - 2.30pm 

Oct 16 COACH TRIP: Norman Lindsay 

Gallery & Lunch at Springwood Golf Club 

Oct 23 No gardening 

Oct 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Oct. 30 Visit to the Fraser’s Bearded Iris Garden 

at Narellan Vale 

  
Our new Photo viewing and Photo storing website 

is now operational. 

Anyone wanting to see photographs taken on our 

many activities just copy and paste this web address 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 into your browser and have a look around. 

Anyone experiencing problems please contact David 

Llewellyn (diskdot@bigpond.com) or Sue Kijurina. 

For those of you that wish to contribute photographs 

to the group (the more the better) please contact 

David or Sue for an invitation to join the group and 

help if necessary in setting up your membership. Our 

group membership is by invitation only. 

 
Kids Science Exam 

Q: Name the four seasons. 

A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar. 

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can 

be made safe to drink. 

A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it 

removes large pollutants like grit, sand, dead sheep 

and canoeists. 

 

Q: How can you delay milk turning sour?  

A: Keep it in the cow.  

 

Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?  

A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the 

Moon. All water tends to flow towards the moon, 

because there is no water on the moon, and nature 

hates a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins in this 

fight. 

 

Recipe: A Bit of This & That Dip - Ros Hodgins 

Small carton Sour Cream 

Small Jar 333's Sweet Mustard Pickles 

              OR      Small  Jar Corn Relish 

A bit of chopped parsley & chives 

curry powder, salt & pepper & cumin -  all to taste 

Mix all ingredients   

Serve with Crackers, Grissini &/or vege sticks.   
 

Cup Cake Day at Narellan Library 

Linda Lord is assisting Raquel Wood in the 

organisation of a Cupcake Day at Narellan Library on 

Friday 21
st
 August, to raise money for the RSPCA. 

Myron – the very special blind dog – will be on show 

at the Library at 10.30am and the cakes go on sale 

from 9.30am. If you wish to bake some cupcakes or to 

place an order then see Linda. This is the day of the 

Probus tour to Mannequin Magic so you may need to 

get orders in early.  

 

Camden Seniors' Issue Group 

The Camden Seniors’ Issue Group form is at the end 

of the newsletter and it can be used at anytime. If you 

have no issues at this time, you can file the Form for 

future reference. Please note you can always approach 

David Milton with any issue you might like to 

discuss. Remember the Seniors' Issue Group is here to 

help you. dmpm62@unwired.com.au                                                

 

    
 
10% off 
Mechanical 

Services 

 

 
 
 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid  7
th
 August 09 

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid  4
th
 Sept      09

                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       

WHERE: Narellan Library 
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